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Prospect Town Council 
Regular Meeting 

UN-Approved Minutes 
January 5, 2016 

 
Chairman Thomas J. Galvin called to order the regular meeting of the Prospect Town 
Council @ 6:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Prospect Town Hall, 36 Center Street 
and began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was taped.   
 
Members Present: T. Galvin, C. Graveline, Pat Geary, Al Delelle,  
S. Pilat @ 6:52 p.m., D. Merriman, Jeff Slapikas, and 
L. Fitzgerald 
 
Members Absent: Carla Perugini-Erickson 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
Mayor Robert J. Chatfield requested a 5 minute recess.  Motion made by P. Geary, 
seconded by J. Slapikas to convene to a 5 minute recess.   Unanimous.   
-Mayor Chatfield gave the Council a copy of the Legal Notices for the two Ordinances 
(Snow Disposal and Property Damage Ordinance #84-12-15-15 and Prohibition on 
Blocking the Intersections #85-12-15-15) that was published in the Citizen’s News and 
will become effective on January 25, 2016. 
-Mayor Chatfield awarded Prospect Volunteer Firefighter and Grants Director, Megan 
Fortier Patchkofsky, for her skills on saving the life of a Town Hall employee. After the 
ceremony, Ms. Patchkofsky was congratulated by the Council.   Motion made by J. 
Slapikas, seconded by C. Graveline to reconvene from recess to the regular meeting. 
Unanimous.   
 
Mayor Robert J. Chatfield acknowledged the Town’s Auditor, Michael Battista.  M. 
Battista advised that the Council was given the Town’s financial statement for Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 2015, a few days prior to this meeting.   An additional handout was 
given to the Council.  M. Battista reviewed the Town’s Annual Audit Report and 
handout.   A discussion took place. The handout showed a General Fund Surplus of 
$322,487.00 from $801,598 to $1,124,085.  P. Geary commented that she was pleased to 
see the increase to the General Fund Surplus as this affects the Town’s bond rating.  After 
discussion, the Council advised that they would appreciate added footnotes to pages that 
need more explanations.  M. Battista made recommendations for the Council to consider 
setting aside monies into the Capital Non-Recurring Account for future items such as 
Medical Benefits and Revaluation. M. Battista also encouraged the Council to establish a 
separate budget line item for funding the OPEB Trust or the payment of retiree health 
insurance payments.  M. Battista advised that due to the ‘State of Connecticut’s 
implementation of Public Act 11-57 authorizing the Office of Policy and Management 
(OPM) to design and develop a benchmarking system for Connecticut municipal 
governments (Uniform Chart of Accounts), he is working on refining the chart of 
accounts and the numbering system used in the accounting software (Sage 50)’ for the 
Town. M. Battista also commented that he will be working with the Mayor’s office to 
give the Council a timelier look at the revenue and expenditures during the year.  Mayor 
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Chatfield requested a motion to accept the Auditor’s report for Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 2015.  Motion made by D. Merriman, seconded by P. Geary to accept the Auditor’s 
Annual Audit Report for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015.  Mayor Chatfield expressed 
his appreciation to the Town Hall staff, M. Battista and the Council for their diligence in 
increasing the General Fund’s Surplus.  After discussion, a vote was called for.  
Unanimous.  The Council thanked M. Battista for his report.  
 
-Mayor Chatfield advised the Council of the application for a STEAP grant to replace 
‘matting’ and play equipment at Hotchkiss Field’s ‘Playscape’.  
 
-Mayor Chatfield also advised that the Emergency Management Team of C.E.R.T. 
received a grant in the amount of $1,000.00. 
 
Refunds:  
Mayor Chatfield requested a motion to approve the Tax Refunds dated January 5, 2016 in 
the amount of $1,058.42. Motion made by D. Merriman, seconded by C. Graveline to 
approve the Tax Refunds dated January 5, 2016 in the amount of $1,058.42. Unanimous. 
 
-Mayor Chatfield asked the Council to approve M. Battista as the Town’s Auditor for 
Fiscal Year 2015-2016.  After discussion, Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by L. 
Fitzgerald to approve Michael Battista as the Town’s Auditor for Fiscal Year 2015-2016.  
Unanimous.                              
 
Transfers:  
Mayor Chatfield advised that he was requesting four transfers. 
-Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by P. Geary to approve the transfer from the 
Fund Balance to reimburse the work that was performed by the Town for Region 16’s 
Security Grant for the fence at Long River Middle School: 
To: 
 Park Maintenance Act #7300-02 $3,717.00 
  
Total:      $3,717.00 
Unanimous.  
  
Mayor Chatfield requested a transfer in the amount of $44,000.00 from the Fund Balance 
to the Capital-Non-recurring Account for the balance of Revaluation.  
-Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by C. Graveline to approve the transfer from the 
Fund Balance to the Capital Non-Recurring Account in the amount of $44,000.00 for the 
balance of Revaluation.  Unanimous.   
 
Mayor Chatfield requested a transfer from the Police Overtime Account to the Police 
Officers’ Account #6700 and Social Security in the amount of $144,067.00. 
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-Motion made by Al Delelle, seconded by L. Fitzgerald to approve the transfer from the 
Police Overtime Account to the Police Officers’ Account #6700: 
 Officers’ Account #6700 $135,667.00 
 Social Security  $    8,400.00 
Total:     $144,067.00 
Unanimous.   
 
Mayor Chatfield requested a transfer from the Fund Balance in the amount of $38,408.68. 
Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by L. Fitzgerald to approve the transfer from the 
Fund Balance in the amount of $38,408.68: 
To: 
 Town Roads Trees  Acct: #7000-03      $19,480.00 
 Town Roads Center Line Acct: #7000-05             709.40 
 Town Road Materials  Acct: #7000-00        18,219.28 
Total:              $38,408.68 
Unanimous. 
 
Mayor Chatfield requested of the members of the Pension & Benefits Sub-committee, to 
review and approve the minutes of 8/18/15 and the amended minutes of 6/29/15. 
Motion made by Mayor Chatfield, seconded by P. Geary to approve the minutes of 
8/18/15 and the amended minutes of 6/29/15 of the Pension & Benefits Sub-committee.  
Unanimous.   P. Geary made a request for the Pension & Benefits Sub-committee to set a 
meeting date. 
 
C. Graveline stated that the commuter parking lot at St. Anthony’s was no longer 
available to the public and questioned if the Town would allow for a commuter lot.  
Mayor Chatfield advised that he would check into it.   
 
C. Graveline asked Mayor Chatfield to consider an Audit on the street lighting in Town.  
Mayor Chatfield advised that he has found LED’s to be more economical and has had 
many of the street lights in Town changed.    
 
Chair’s Report:  
Community School Purchasing Update: T. Galvin asked the Council to consider a 
decision on the purchase of Community School.  T. Galvin stated that an offer of 
$873,000.00 was on the table to Regional School District 16 for the purchase of 
Community School. T. Galvin asked the Council if they would consider taking the offer 
off the table and waiting a few months to purchase back at a lower price or to authorize 
Mayor Chatfield to move forward with the purchase.  After discussion a motion was 
made.  Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by L. Fitzgerald to give Mayor Chatfield 
authority to secure funding for the purchase and repairs of Community School with 
repayment terms, pending approval at the Town Meeting.  7 Approved/1 Abstained,  
C. Graveline    Motion passes.   

 
2016-2017 Budget Process Review:  T. Galvin advised that the information to begin the 
budget process should be coming to the Council at an earlier date.  T. Galvin stated that 
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he would like the budget scheduling to be aggressive.  J. Slapikas suggested to set 
meeting dates, other than the Town Council meeting dates, and to schedule more 
Saturdays.  P. Geary suggested stating what exactly the Council would like to see when 
reviewing the budget.   
 
Guests:  None 
 
Public Participation:  None 
 
Approval of Minutes:   
Motion made by D. Merriman, seconded by S. Pilat to approve the minutes of December 
15, 2015.   Discussion.  Motion made by D. Merriman, seconded by S. Pilat to approve 
the minutes of December 15, 2015 as amended.  Unanimous.   
 
Correspondence: 
General Fund Surplus (Unassigned Fund Balance) Schedule A 
Copy of Citizen’s News for Legal Notices of Ordinances #84-12-15-15 and #85-12-15-15 
Town of Prospect Expenditures Budget June 30, 2015 
Use of General Fund 2015-2016 dated December 17, 2015 
Mayor’s Expenditures 2015-2016 – September 2015 
Mayor’s Expenditures 2015-2016 – October 2015 
Town Ordinance for Property Tax Relief for Certain Elderly and/or Totally Disabled 
Homeowners #71-04-20-04 
Motion made by J. Slapikas, seconded by C. Graveline to place correspondence on file.  
Unanimous. 
 
New Business: 
 Refunds – Already acted upon 
 Transfers – Already acted upon 
 Resignations - None 
 Appointments – Will be discussed at the next Town Council Meeting 
 Bids – None 
  Grants – Already discussed 
 
Public Participation: None 
 
Old Business: 
 Sub-committee Reports –Al Delelle advised that he is Vice-Chair and J. Slapikas 
is the new Chairman of the Ordinance Sub-committee; L. Fitzgerald is also on this Sub-
committee. J. Slapikas gave the Council a handout for review of Ordinance #71-04-20-
04: Town Ordinance for Property Tax Relief for Certain Elderly and/or Totally Disabled 
Homeowners.  J. Slapikas advised that under Section 6. Amount of Relief ‘maximum flat 
tax credit in the amount of two hundred dollars ($200.00) per tax’ the Sub-committee 
would like to change the tax credit to:  1 to 5 years   25% credit, 6 to 10 years $200.00, 
11 to 20 years $300.00 and 21 years or more $400.00 credit.  J. Slapikas advised that he 
would like the Council to review the Ordinance and state any changes or concerns they 



 5

may have.  J. Slapikas also advised that the Sub-committee is reviewing a Citation 
Ordinance. 
 
Adjournment:  
Motion made by D. Merriman, seconded by C. Graveline to adjourn the meeting.  
Unanimous.  The meeting adjourned @ 9:35 p.m. 
 

Thomas J. Galvin, Chairman 
 

Rosalyn B. Moffo, Clerk 
 
  


